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Former Decherd Mayor Received Improper Health Benefits 
Mr. Robin Smith Indicted for Theft and Official Misconduct 

 

An investigation by the Tennessee Comptroller’s Office has resulted in the indictment of Mr. Robin B. Smith, 

the former mayor of the City of Decherd in Franklin County. 

 

Investigators determined that Smith received 

$27,176 in unauthorized health insurance benefits 

from the city from January 2016 through July 2019. 

 

In October 2015, Smith told the city administrator 

and the city bookkeeper that he qualified as a full-

time employee and was thus eligible for health 

benefits. He later admitted to investigators that he 

needed health insurance, and he knew he was not 

eligible. 

 

In July 2021, Robin B. Smith was indicted by the 

Franklin County Grand Jury on one count of theft 

over $10,000 and three counts of official 

misconduct. 

 

“In a situation like this, state law requires the Board of Aldermen to approve medical insurance benefits by a 

majority vote,” said Comptroller Jason Mumpower. “The Board did not authorize providing medical benefits 

to elected officials until after these actions took place, and the city administrator failed to ensure that only 

eligible people received benefits.”  

 

To view the investigative report, go to: https://comptroller.tn.gov/office-functions/investigations/find.html 

 

If you suspect fraud, waste, or abuse of public money in Tennessee, call the Comptroller’s toll-free hotline at 

800.232.5454, or file a report online at: tncot.cc/fraud. Follow us on twitter @TNCOT and Instagram @tncot 

 
Media contact: John Dunn, Director of Communications, 615.401.7755 or john.dunn@cot.tn.gov 
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